SUPPLANTING CHINESE INFLUENCE IN AFRICA: THE U.S.AFRICAN DIASPORA
In the 21st century, there is no need to view trade, commerce or economic growth as zero-sum games, where one country always has to prosper at the expense of another.
-President Barack Obama 1 Over the past decade, while the U.S. has been engaged in achieving its end state in Iraq and Afghanistan, China quietly lit the fuse that could ignite the second Cold War -the race for influence in Africa. With capital investments, trade, developments in agriculture, infrastructure and education exceeding $107 billion as of 2009, China is effectively captivating the stomach, hearts, minds, and more importantly, allegiance of the entire African continent. More critically, by adopting a pragmatic strategy based on perceived mutually beneficial trade, investment, and energy programs, while circumventing politics and human rights issues, China has garnered the trust and confidence of most African leaders, particularly those engaged in dubious practices.
Since 2006, China has doubled the number of scholarships it grants annually to Africans from 2,000 to 4,000. China has also pledged to train an additional 15,000
African professionals per year over the next ten years. At current projections, it will take China five more years to train 150,000 African professionals. The strategy of dispersing thousands of Chinese trained and educated Africans throughout Africa could set off a change revolution in the region. Since these professionals are trained by China, they would likely be sympathetic to Chinese interests. What is clear is China zealously protects its own national interests and has determined access to African mineral resources and markets is in its best interests. Therefore considerations for good governance, human rights and regional stability do not rate as highly for China as they do for the U.S. In contrast to China's strategy of training 15,000 African professionals each year, over 1.4 million Africans presently reside in the U.S. A majority of these Africans are already educated, trained and employed by the U.S. government and other organizations. Integrating some of these Africans in the Diaspora will facilitate implementation of U.S. policies in Africa and supplant Chinese growing influence in the region. The African Diaspora is defined in this paper as Africans who have emigrated from the continent in order to seek education, employment, and overall better standards of living.
Left unchecked, long-term Chinese engagement in Africa could adversely affect the influence of the U.S. in the region by hindering access to the continent's mineral resources, and setting back the U.S. agenda for African democracy, growth and development. 2 Unlike advocates for aggressive U.S. containment of Chinese growing influence in Africa, this project introduces a novel approach aimed at accommodating all parties' interests through cooperation and collaboration, while sustaining the U.S.
agenda of promoting good governance and democracy, achieving economic independence, resolving health issues, conflicts and other transnational issues on the continent.
The Rich Welfare Continent
Africa is a continent of extremes -extreme poverty, hunger, corruption, disease, while lacking basic infrastructure and good governance. However, it possesses abundant natural resources which should be harnessed to attain economic prosperity.
The World Economic Forum indicates that -ten percent of the world's poor were African in 1970; by 2000, that figure has risen to 50 percent.‖ 3 Africa is endowed with a majority of the world's most sought after minerals and precious metals including 90% of the global phosphate, 64% of manganese, 50% of gold, 40% of platinum, 30% of uranium, 13% of copper, 12% of natural gas and 8% of known petroleum reserves. The continent is also blessed with abundance of coca, timber, diamond, iron ore, chromium, coltan, and 40% of the world's potential hydro electric power supply. 4 No other continent is blessed with such abundance of mineral resources, yet it depends on charity for survival. With its population forecasted to surpass 1.7 billion people by 2050, nearly 20% of the world population, Africa has enormous potential in global trade, commerce, security and enduring democracy.
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Factors contributing to Africa's persistent under development are numerous.
They run the gamut from pervasive corruption, unstable and dysfunctional governments, to weak economies. Other critical factors include: inadequate basic infrastructure, high unemployment, rapid population growth, diseases, insecurity, and ungoverned spaces that could give harbor to terrorists, pirates, and narcotics, human and other illicit smuggling. In essence, the majority of Africa's issues stem from a lack of fundamental structural programs anchored in education, innovation, technology, and the respect for human rights and rule of law. 
Effective Chinese Strategy
China views Africa as a source for its raw material, especially hydrocarbon, to sustain its enormous domestic growth. China's industrialization requires massive sources of raw material as well as markets for its products, goods and services.
Chinese interests in Africa extend beyond acquiring mineral resources and include markets for Chinese products, jobs placement for its population through infrastructure and agricultural developments. With the world's highest population, estimated at over One of the most important ways in which the People's Republic of China (PRC) has bolstered its economic presence and garnered international goodwill has been through its offers of financing or concessional loans for infrastructure projects, large economic investments, and the signing of trade agreements. Many observers have praised Chinese aid and investment as filling unmet development needs, particularly in countries that have been relatively neglected by major aid donors. Others have criticized China for failing to promote democracy, equitable and sustainable development, and environmental preservation in these countries. Some U.S. policy-makers and others have expressed frustration that because of China's policy of providing foreign assistance without conditions, they are losing the ability to influence the behaviors of aid recipients regarding human rights and economic reforms. Service, China's aid projects to a large extent serve its own development needs, by facilitating the export of raw materials to China and requiring fifty percent of materials and services sourced in the PRC. Africans are beginning to realize that the fifty percent of materials and services mandate also extends to labor. Consequently, the anticipated jobs bonanza associated with partnering with China is not being realized. Indeed, the impact of using mostly Chinese labor has substantially increased unemployment in many sectors. Although policy practitioners may be factually correct that U.S. aid to Africa is substantial, the fact is China has profoundly increased its engagement in Africa over the past decade. Chinese government firms have invested billions of dollars in foreign exchange and have used Chinese engineering and construction resources on infrastructure for developing oil, gas, mineral, and other natural resources in dozens of African countries. 26 Therefore, the aggregate Chinese financial assistance could equal or surpass that of the U.S. The real issue is not the amount of assistance, but rather the effectiveness of current programs in stimulating African economic development and growth, building infrastructure and strengthening regional security and capacity while protecting U.S. interests.
Without a pragmatic and unique strategy to complement existing United States
African policy, China will effectively erode the progress already attained and impose its form of governance on the continent. Even though China painfully makes the case that its interests in Africa are peaceful, the reality is their enhanced status in the long run will eventually compete with U.S. interests in the region. The African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) was enacted to offer developing African nations an opportunity to export their products to the United States duty-free.
Specifically, AGOA provides trade preferences to countries that are making progress in economic, legal, and human rights reforms. 35 Working in concert with the African Global
Competitiveness Initiative (AGCI), over $200 million was devoted towards promoting the export trade and competitiveness of African countries. 36 The overall intent of AGOA and AGCI is to offer opportunities for African countries to build free markets and increase foreign investments that promote economic growth, create jobs, and raise living standards. However, thus far, excessive restrictions have resulted in the programs' limited success.
Finally, the United States Feed the Future program, established by President
Obama has the potential to immediately address near term hunger and food security issues in Africa while laying the foundation to accelerate its agricultural sector growth.
Sustaining the Feed the Future Program will go a long way in eroding the advances China has made through its technical assistance engagement program.
Regional Engagement
Not everyone is pleased with Chinese activities in Africa. A majority of African citizens have remained in abject poverty despite the tens of billions of dollars the political and social elites have received from China in aid, grants and subsidies. As previously noted, China's actions are now exacerbating the poor conditions in Africa.
Instead of economic prosperity, local merchants are unable to compete with Chinese products and are being forced into bankruptcy. China is increasingly exporting its labor force to Africa instead of hiring local labor. The result is increased joblessness across all sectors, to the growing dismay of Africans who had hoped for increased job opportunities resulting from China-Africa trade partnerships. China is also locking in prices of energy and mineral resources futures at greatly reduced prices. The potential impact of this practice is yet to be realized, but will make the Chinese the benefactors of Africa's mineral resources in future years.
A majority of Africa's intellectuals as well as regional media are awakening to the fact that China's interests are insular and serve Chinese economic interests. A columnist in the Nigerian Daily Trust newspaper observed that unless a more balanced approach is adopted, China -Africa trade relationship will be lopsided. 37 The article alleges that profits from mining and drilling as well as other industries go to the government, large corporations and a few elites who squander the money on luxuries or on projects that return little value to the average citizen. 38 Indeed, China will cite any excessive focus on security as self serving by the U.S.
China will produce statistics that support their contention that the U.S. consumes much more of the resources from Africa. Therefore, a viable approach would be leveraging the one resource China is presently cultivating and that is the huge number of Africans who are voluntarily classified as in Diaspora in the U.S.
According to the Migration Information Source, of the 1.4 million Africans in the United States, -more than 500,000 have gained lawful permanent residence‖. 41 While statistics show a high number of Africans in Diaspora, many of them are prepared to return to their native continent if incentivized. These tens of thousands of African expatriates are engaged in every discipline ranging from medicine, science, agriculture, engineering, civil service, military, to entrepreneurs. A majority of these Africans desire to return to their native land to assist in its development; however, conditions back home, from politics, corruption, and crime hinders them from risking any little savings they have accumulated on starting an enterprise at their native countries. Therefore, a
program that provides some level of collateral and preserves their life savings will garner support amongst African expatriates.
Training and voluntarily transplanting the African Diaspora back into the region as agents of progressive change would accelerate the U.S. developmental efforts in Africa. Under this concept, the U.S. will establish a pre-automated program modeled after a franchise plan. Selected individuals or teams will receive intense training and subsequently will be assigned to a geographical area to operate. These individuals may retain their jobs and continue to draw pay as U.S. employees or be provided grants to start businesses in areas and regions specifically approved by the State Department.
Each country will have a minimum of four teams that are specialized on designated programs, depending on its size and cultural complexity. Incentives will be scalable and equitable to levels of performance based on previously approved matrices.
It will take a long time, certainly over a decade, to fully integrate the African Diaspora strategy. Therefore, the approach should be to address critical needs first, feeding the people. Follow-on phases will address developing agricultural programs, Unlike China, the U.S. interests in Africa transcend access to mineral resources and extend to good governance, democracy and economic development. Therefore, in order to advance its interest, the U.S. should leverage the cultural knowledge and expertise of the numerous Africans in Diaspora. Following focused training, these individuals will be transplanted back into Africa to help engineer developments at the local level, from agriculture, education, healthcare, trade, manufacturing, infrastructure to good governance. Having lived in the United States, these individuals have gained personal experience of how a government and society is supposed to function, believe in human rights and equality, and possess fervent desires to improve their continent.
